Kindness to McGrigor
Unfortunately, however, this arrangement had to be can-
celled as the Duke was called out of Town on business.
Nevertheless, on his way down he found time to call in
at Carlton House to see how his friend was faring, and
McGrigor standing disconsolately alone in the ante-room,
too shy to intrude upon Lord Bathurst (who had been detailed
to take the Duke of Wellington's place), was heartened up
by the entrance of a familiar figure in travelling-dress who
bustled up to Lord Bathurst and enquired for " my friend
McGrigor whom you are to present". Then turning round
and catching sight of him the Duke seized hold of him,
" Here he is," said he; " take care of him/3 * Then hurrying
away, he got into his carriage and continued his journey.
There was in this act of the Duke [observes McGrigor] a benevolence
of character of which I have observed many other instances, and which
only those who had been much near to him could know. The Duke
knew that I had much natural shyness. He knew the disappointment I
would feel in not having his support at the presentation . . . subse-
quently he said, " I thought it as well to place you under Lord Bathurst,
you are a shy fellow and might not have found him out." 2
The time was now drawing on for the Duke to leave
England to take up his post as Ambassador in Paris. He
must have left a little regretfully after such a happy time spent
in the sunshine of his countrymen's affection, and the knitting
up of family ties.
I am convinced [says Lady S* elley] that the more he is known, the
more will he be loved; and that _ie forms an exception to the old maxim,
that " no man is a hero to his valet de chambre *". The adoration felt for
the Duke by his family, his children and above all by the Duchess are
proofs of his goodness of heart and disposition.3
The day before his departure he had the happiness of
attending the marriage of his niece, Emily Wellesley Pole,
to his devoted A.D.C. and * Shadow *, Lord Fitzxoy Somerset,
and giving away the bride.
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